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President’s Report

Des Taylor
Hello all

This is our last eNews for 2025. |
hope you have enjoyed your
classes this year and have now
selected your classes for Term 1
2026.

U3A Brisbane will close on 12
December.

Classes will resume on 27
January 2026.

Current venues will be operating
as normal.

If you haven’t paid you
membership fees, please do so as
soon as possible so you can enrol
in classes and participate in
other U3A Brisbane activities.

Exciting new classes

A number of new classes in Term
1, 2026:

For the first time we are offering
Audio Podcasting, a new Zoom
class that will run on Mondays
between 1:00pm and 3:00pm.
Tutor is Brenda Cross.

“Podcasting is becoming
increasingly popular as a means

| of promoting ideas, stories and

knowledge in an entertaining

¢ fashion,” she said.

“Episodes are recorded, edited
and made available for download
or streaming through platforms
like Spotify, Apple Podcasts, or
Google podcasts.

“This class would examine all
facets of podcasting from the
initial idea, to the presentation
of niche programming, content,
distribution and promotion.”

The aim is for the class to
develop a series of podcasts
promoting U3A Brisbane with
input from tutors and classes.

Here is the first Sample prepared
by Brenda.
Of course, as you learn how to

make these, then you will be
able to create your own.

Other new classes in Term 1:

J95 Topics in Linguistics (Face-
to-face)

Tutor: Tom Mylne (City Campus,
Fri 12:30pm)

D03 Financial Literacy (Face-to-
face)

Tutor: Derek Kemp (City Campus,
Mon 1:00pm)
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J94 German Beginners (1)
(Zoom)

Tutor: Claudia McKay (Online,
Tue 12:45pm)

L21 The Writers' Collective (Face
-to-face)

Tutor: Gabrielle Nicholson (City
Campus, Tue 11:00am)

Membership

We currently have more than
3300 members.

We hope our membership will
continue to grow, particularly as
we expand our offerings.

Remember to tell your friends
about us.

Classes — what can YOU share?

We are also interested in
expanding our subject offerings.

Do you have some expertise in an
area and would like to share your
knowledge with a like-minded
group of people, either as a
Tutor or a Facilitator?

Then please contact Gail Hawkins
so that your class/group can be
included in our offerings when
enrolments open for Term 2
2026.

You would need to contact Gail
in early March to be included.

It is now too late for Term 1, but
you could start planning for next
year.

(Continues next page)
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Update: U3A Brisbane,
moving forward

Venues: We will start planning
our move to Edward Street soon,
and so the sorting begins —
working out what we will take
with us and what we will not
need.

Our Creek Street premises are
still on the market, and we will
keep you informed about
progress.

University of Queensland
(VQ)

Cheryl Hayden and | had a 2026
Planning Meeting with UQ’s

Mikaeli Costello and Professor
Fred D’Agostino, and a
representative from UQ Healthy
Living. An exciting program is
being planned.

We are also hoping to work with
UQ Healthy Living to see what
else they can offer our members.

This looks quite positive and
more detail will be available in
our eNews in 2026.

Our Emeritus Professor Speaker
Series will continue with an
event during each of the term
breaks in 2026.

I’m really looking forward to
these.

The 2025 speakers were
excellent, and both events were
booked out overnight.

Queensland University of
Technology (QUT)

We are continuing our discussions
with QUT and hope to offer many
interesting opportunities in the
new year.

Enjoy the holidays and have a
happy Christmas.

We look forward to seeing you in
2026.

Take care,
— Des

Vale David Bartholomeusz

We finish this year with the sad news of the passing of one of our Tutors, David Bartholomeusz.

David was a retired GP, keen to share his knowledge with others.
In 2024 he contacted us and started tutoring a class in Term 2: B39 Medical and Health.
David covered a different medical topic each week.

He loved tutoring and was actively engaged in this class in Term 4 2025, until just weeks before his
death. It was a shock for all of us. He will be sadly missed by his class members and everyone who

knew him.

Brisbane’s
Candlelight
| Concerts

Fever

such as Coldplay,

Sheeren, movie

in beautiful halls
churches with a

presented by

Enjoy old favourites

Venues include the
Masonic Lodge, St John’s
Anglican Cathedral,
Queensland University of
Technology and the
Princess Theatre.

Tickets priced from $32.

Details here:
https://feverup.com/en/
brisbane

Queen, Phil Collins, the
Beatles, Pink Floyd,
Tchaikovsky, Adele, Ed

Note: Concerts and other
events run all year.

soundtracks and more,

and

candlelit ambience.
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From Rod McLary,
Districts Manager

We are now near the end of Term
4, and our new schedule for Term
1, 2026, has now been sent to all
our members.

There are new classes at the city
campus but there are also some
in the Districts too.

If you are looking for a class
closer to home and without the
hassle of public transport, these
may interest you ...

Electric Vehicles — coming
ready or not — this six-week
course about EVs will be held at
the Chermside Library.

Card making — also at the
Chermside Library.

This class will provide an
opportunity to learn how to make
cards in a relaxed and friendly
environment.

Moving Away from Microsoft to
Linux — we all know that
Windows 10 is now unsupported,
but what can we do about it?

This class will offer a solution.
Chermside Library.

Loneliness — Personal Issue or
Social Issue? — this discussion
group, to be held at Grange
Library, will offer a deeper
understanding of this issue and an
opportunity to explore its causes.

HerStory — Adventure, Art,
Science — a guided walk at the
Botanic Gardens to understand
women’s achievements through
features in the Gardens.

*kk

But wait ... there’s more!

"B

These are just some of the new : w7/
Sincere thanks

classes in 2026 but there are
more across all the districts as

well as the continuing ones. As we begin our last weeks of

Term 4, | would like to thank all
the tutors in the City Precinct,
Northside and Westside Districts
for their sterling work through
2025.

And | look forward to working
with you in 2026.

For more information on each
class and where and when it will
be held, check the class schedule
or use Class Search on our
website.

—Rod McLary

|
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Tutor Liaison Officer, Gail
Hawkins

In Term 1 we have several
relaxed and happy members who
are returning to tutoring after a
well-earned break. We also have
several new Tutors offering an
exciting range of classes. A big
welcome to you all.

Please look at the new classes
below and support our Tutors by
enrolling in the classes that
interest you.

Monday

D03 -Financial Literacy - A guide
to the housing market, share
markets, Australian mining and
superannuation

J94 - German for Beginners -
learn the basics by focusing on
the practical use of the language
in this easy-going class.

B64 -Healthy Living &
Successful Ageing - Class
integrates traditional Chinese
philosophies with Western
approaches for healthy living.

L20 - Zoom class, Judith
Wright’s Poetics of Place,
Listening to Country - explore a
selection of Judith Wright's
poetry through the lens of her
ecological awareness.

NO3 -Zoom class, Audio
Podcasting - This is becoming
increasingly popular in promoting
ideas, stories, and knowledge in
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an entertaining fashion.
Tuesday

L21 - The Writers Collective -
Find inspiration in sharing your
writing journey and connecting
with fellow writers.

H54 -Australian History - Mark
Twain wrote that Australian
history is curious, and full of
surprises, adventures and
contradictions. A fascinating look
at Australian history.

L18 - Beowulf - a seminal text in
Anglo-Saxon literature, and also a

ripping yarn.

H56 -European Economic, Social
and Political Thought 1700 -
1900 - Explore some of the most
important ideas and events to
emerge from Europe between
1700 and 1900.

Wednesday

M23 - Learn to Play the
Ukulele - learning and playing
music promotes mental health &
stress relief. The ukulele is a
happy instrument. You can’t be
sad playing a ukulele.

B62 -Culinary Conquest, a
Passport to Flavour - This isn't
just a cooking class-it's your
ticket to a global gastronomic
odyssey without leaving home.

C40 - Microsoft 365, The Sequel
- This course is designed
specifically for people who've
already mastered the basics and
are eager to explore more
advanced features.

L19 - Understanding Persian
Poetry - The class will be
interactive exploring poetry of
the Middle East.

C41 -Technology for a Simpler,
Safer Life - We'll show you how
to use the iPad, iPhone, and
computer specially designed for
seniors.

Thursday

M22—Guitar Lessons for
Beginners - For people who want
to learn guitar or had lessons

years ago. An easy-going course
in a supportive group.

H55 -Investigating Queensland
History in the Face of First
Nation’s Resistance - Investigate
the 200 years of Queensland's
history of colonial occupation
especially around Brisbane.

M21— Classical Music of 20th
Century - Step into the vibrant
sound world of the 20th century -
a time of radical change, bold
experimentation and astonishing
creativity.

H57 -Military History, a Personal
View or Alternatively Warring
Relatives - Discuss how relatives
connected with historical events.
Often this includes war time
service and how they coped.

Y07 -Zoom, Classical Greek
Philosophy Unlocked - Explore
Greek philosophy from the pre-
Socratics to the Stoics. See how
ancient ideas still guide choice,
meaning and self-understanding.

Friday

H58 -Ancient Egypt - Explore
Egyptian gods and pharaohs,
tombs and temples, medicine &
mummification, art and
literature, and everyday life
through archaeological
discoveries.

J92 - Latin for Beginners - This
course is for those with no
background in Latin, or who met
it long ago. It comprises an
introduction to Latin grammar,
reading Latin stories.

Fekk

As this is the last eNews before
the end of term, | would like to
thank our volunteers, the
management committee, the
helpful administration people,
Tutors and all members, and wish
you the very best for the holiday
season. Have a happy, safe and
healthy Christmas. We look
forward to seeing you all again in
2026.

—Gail Hawkins, Tutor Liaison
Officer
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TUTOR PROFILE:
JOE SMITH

| first joined U3A Brisbane in the
early 2020s and taught some
classes in the old building. Then |
moved to the Sunshine Coast and
initially held face-to-face classes.

When Covid hit, | decided to
change to online classes to avoid
problems with the pandemic,
traffic jams and parking.

My background explains why |
teach U3A members such subjects
as:

e Mandarin (four levels)
e Thai

e How to use Google Classroom
and Zoom to Teach Online

o Making a Family Tree on the
Cheap.

| was born in Sunderland in the
north-east of England, and my

family emigrated as Ten Pound
Poms just before | was two. We
lived in Sydney till | was 15.

| made many Greek friends in
primary school and visited their
homes on the weekends and
found them all speaking Greek,
so | started learning this
language. This started me on my
language odyssey.

They say if you learn another
language before the age of 10,
it’s easier to pick up other
languages later.

In high school, the only languages
one could learn then were
French, German and Latin. Being
interested in spoken languages, |
did French and German.

After high school, | became
interested in Buddhism and went
to Thailand for five years and
become a Buddhist monk. | did a
lot of formal intensive meditation
and of course learned some Thai
language.

After seven years as a monk, |
started a certificate course in
practical environmental studies,
specifically Permaculture Design.
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Permaculture is an ecological
system of design for one's home
and land. It incorporates using
human energy, structures and
nature (earth, wind, sun, water,
views, sounds, animals and
plants) in the most efficient way,
getting them all to work
together.

It is said that in Permaculture,
there should be at least three
uses for each element in a
design.

Bill Mollison, an Australian who
originally worked as a lumberjack
in the Tasmanian forests, helped
develop the Permaculture
movement.

After noticing how no one
fertilises, weeds or waters the
forests, yet they grow so
abundantly, he thought there
must be a way we can live like
that. Once a permaculture design
is established, one only needs to
work about 10 hours a week to
produce all one’s physical needs.

In 2019 | won the Eco Champion
award from the Logan City
Council. | was then living in a
corner of my brother’s three
acres in Logan Shire, building an
ecosystem. This included a veggie
garden, food forest and many low
-tech sustainable features, such
as a thermal mass heater and
above-ground cellar using
underground cooling, not
electricity.

| held free monthly honey bee
and native bee workshops,
planted many native trees and
grew bunya seedings to donate to
community garden groups.

At Uni | majored in Buddhist
Studies and Modern Chinese
(Mandarin). After graduation, |
wrote my first book, for which
the Dalai Lama wrote an
excellent foreword. This was
unusual, as he was a leader in the
other major school of Buddhism
(Northern), not the one | was in
(Southern).

| was trying to identify what
might be the original teaching of
the Buddha, which both the

U3A Tutor Joe Smith: “I try to live
simply, and work generally for
sustainability (anti-greed, anti-
hatred and anti-delusion).”

schools would likely relate to, as
they both come from the same
source.

| have carried out what | think is
ground-breaking research to
identify what would likely have
been the original message of the
Buddha, before Buddhism (the
organised religion) evolved.
Recently, | developed a theory on
the origin of Christianity.

Now | am learning some Irish
(Irish Gaelic), as | found out from
family history research that my
great-grandmother was Irish.
(Conas ata tu? How are you? Ta
me go maith. | am well.)

Her mother left Ireland due to
the Great (potato) Famine and
married a Scottish-born man
(whose two parents were lIrish) in
Liverpool in 1857.

I’m very fortunate to have
traced where my Irish ancestors
came from in that country.

| hope to do the Trans-Siberian
Train trip and visit Ireland in the
future.

Some other languages | have
studied are Australian Sign
language, Spanish — and Russian,
as | end up in Russia after the
Trans-Siberian.
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U3A Brisbane relies totally on our
volunteers to teach classes, run the
office and manage the organization.
It’s your organization, but we need
more of you to help lighten the load.

Please consider volunteering, even
you can only offer a few hours per
week. Training will be provided
where required, e.g. office work.

Volunteering has its own rewards,
and you will find enrichment in
being part of an engaging and
friendly organisation.

Share your skills with U3A and help make U3A even better.
Contact one of the following if you can help in any way:

Tutor Liaison (Gail Hawkins): tutors@u3abrisbane.org.au

Office Manager (Lyndall Beattie): office@u3abrisbane.org.au

Management (Deslyn Taylor): president@u3abrisbane.org.au

Office hours during holidays

Our Creek St main office will be closed during the Christmas break from 12 December,
re-opening on 27 January. We will endeavour to answer emails during that time, but responses
to phone calls may be delayed. Please remember that our office staff are all volunteers and
they need a break after a busy year. Members can perform most interactions via the website,
but if you must contact the office, please do so by email if possible.

YOUR PIX WANTED FOR NEXT
YEAR’S eNEWS!

If you had a good time as a participant in one
of U3A’s classes or social events, how about
you send us some pix to share?

Even better if they show bright smiley faces,
please.

Please submit photos (jpg format preferably)
from your U3A activities

to editor@u3abrisbane.org.au for inclusion in a
future eNews. croquet or mahjong, etc.

Pix might include coffee with friends after
clgss, e'xcursions,'something you made .in And please send info for captions: who’s
origami class, a picture of a group playing pictured? What are they doing? When? Why?
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Hello everyone,

| am currently gleaning the
details of the 2026 season of the

playhouses that | regularly go to,

and then I’ll collate information
from the other theatre groups
that you have asked me to
indulge you with.

So sometime in late January, if
you would like a copy of all play
productions for the whole year
for all playhouses or just one or
more particular playhouses,
please email me at
a3a.auslan@gmail.com, and | will
endeavour to send you a copy,
together with the synopsis of the
plays!

Just as a little bit of temptation:

Savoyards next two main
musicals are: Sister Act — June
and The Pirates of Penzance —
September/October.

Centenary Theatre Chelmer’s
first show will be Agatha
Christie’s The Mirror Cracked —
14 February to 8 March.

A wonderful season of great
tidings to you all!

See You Around the
Traps. Linda

DECEMBER 2025

Beenleigh Theatre & Juliet Matinee: 6, 13 Adults S?S
3807 3922 _ _ Conc/Child
beenleightheatregroup.com 7:30pm: 5, 6,12, 13 S30
Ipswich Little Theatre N Matinee: 6 Adults $25
3812 2389 Waiting For God 30: 5 & Conc. $21
llt.org.au 7:30: 5&6
Nash Theatre New Farm Agatha Christie’s L Adult 525

Matinee: 6 Conc. $20
0418 719 300 The Mousetrap _ _ Gro 20% off
Nashtheatre.com 7:30pm: 5 & 6 P ?
St. Luke’s Theatre N Matinee: 6 Adults $28
0493 778 379 Sense & Sensibility 2:300m 5 & 6 Conc. $22
Stlukestheatre.asn.au -=>Upm Group $20

Please note that details of all plays mentioned are correct at the time of printing, but do

check with the website or contact the theatre before booking.

Brisbane.

Seasons Greetings to all our
members, tutors and volunteers.

Thank you all for your contribution
to another wonderful year at U3A

The Management Committee

Published by: U3A Brisbane, 97 Creek Street, Brisbane 4000
Phone: (07) 3236 3055 | u3abrisbane.org.au | mail@u3abrisbane.org.au
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