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President’s
report

Des Taylor

‘ Hello all

Our Adelaide and Creek
Streets venues are NOW
CLOSED.

We will reopen in Term
3 in our new venue, at
Highpoint Building,

See the New Premises page on our website for
maps, floor plans, photos and other information.

How to get there

When you walk up the slope from the corner of
Edward and Adelaide Streets (pictured, right), you
will see from the picture that the awning

over the footpath changes to yellow when you
reach Highpoint (our building). It is not far from
the corner.

o
These people are waiting
to go up in the lift at
Highpoint, 288 Edward
Street _ s
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Level 3, 288 Edward St.

View from corner of Edward and Adelaide Streets.
See how close our new U3A home is! 288 Edward is
the only tall high-rise between Adelaide and Ann.

You will pass a sign in the foyer that says
“Highpoint 288 Edward St” and then you will come
to the door (see at left).

Using the lifts

Part of the security for this building is to allow
each business to set the hours when the lift will be
available to reach their floor.

Level 3 will be accessible from 8:30 am.

(continued over)
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Using the lifts

Go to the lift panel, (pictured, left)

Select 3—8

It will give you the numbers between 3 and 8.
Select 3 — BEFORE you enter the lift.

It will then give you the LETTER of the lift
that you should use.

Enter that lift. It will automatically stop at 3.
You don’t select the floor inside the lift.

When the doors open, you will be at level 3,
and there will be floor mats branded “U3A
Brisbane”.

Go immediately to Reception, near the lift.

The venue

After leaving the lift, go immediately to the
Reception. It is near the lift. The image (right)
shows what you’ll see.

Friendly Volunteers will help you find your

classroom. You can also check rooms on the screen

in the Members lounge.

Your classroom

It will greatly help if YOU locate your classroom
number prior to arrival, using our Class Timetable.

Then familiarise yourself with the room locations
using our Floor Plan.

Please check the screen in the Members Lounge on

arrival in case the room has changed.

When you enter your classroom, Flease mark
yourself off on the roll, which will be printed on
paper. The QR code system is no longer used at
the new premises. This is really important.

If there is a fire or other disaster, we need to

know everyone who was in the building at the time

is safe — for example, anyone who cannot manage
the stairs from the third floor may need to be
physically helped by the fire brigade. We have to
report those present to them. It is also important
for insurance purposes.

Food and drink
There is a wonderful kitchen and Members’

Lounge, but also 12 classrooms spread over a large

area. Remember, we are staffed by Volunteers.

Be conscious of not making the cleanup difficult
fodr thsem with such a large area to keep clean and
tidy. So:

EAT only in the kitchen area, where there are
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tables and chairs.
DRINKS only in the Members lounge. No food.

BOTTLED WATER only in the classrooms. We
don’t want coffee spills.

Remember to only put EMPTY DRINK
CONTAINERS in the bins provided.

Please help to help keep the venue looking great.

Internet

Internet is installed and our wireless network is
operational.

We have a fast fibre service and a new WiFi 7
system to ensure that WiFi and Internet will be
fast and highly reliable, and will future-proof
Edward Street for the years ahead.

Our ICT Manager Greg Taylor has been managing
the IT fitout, reorganising our website and
updating our systems for our new venue.
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Toilets
There are male and female toilets on level 3 at the
end of the lift vestibule.

Floor Plan

See our New Premises page:

New Premises
There 1s also information about Accessibility at the
venue:

Accessibility

The unseen hands

Our Office Manager Lyndall Beattie and office
Volunteers have been busy organising the many
tasks that needed to be done before we can start
classes.

This has involved ordering mats and furniture,
packing boxes, and organising labels on everything,
ready to move to the new venue.

Volunteers REALLY needed now!

Starting on Monday 6 July we will need helpers to
physically arrange the furniture in the 12
classrooms and the Members’ lounge.

We hope to have all furniture in place before we
invite Tutors to come in on Thursday 9 or Friday
10 July, to familiarise themselves with the new
venue.

If you are able and available to help with this in
the week starting 6 July, please email me:
president@u3abrisbane.org.au

Especially Volunteer greeters

We will also require Volunteers to act as
Greeters on the first week of Term starting on
13 July, to help Members ...

¢ use the lift
¢ find their classroom
o locate the toilets etc.

If you would like to be a Greeter, please email
mail@u3abrisbane.org.au and write the word
GREETER in the Subject field.

We will have an official opening at Edward Street
on September 5 after we have settled in.

Regards, Des

4

SAY “FROMAGE!” French conversation level A2/B1
participants (from left): Sue Wolf, Gail Jender, Ray
Kiely, Leanne Bruce , Helen Avsenev, Tutor Dominic
Vu, Paula Lavery, Gaye Travers and Sharee Mactag-
gart, who all celebrated Ray’s 70th birthday last
semester.
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Sharee says, “It’s been fabulous to find new friends
and enjoy their company in class and also outside.
Many thanks to Dominic Vu who is such a great in-
structor. | started learning French at U3A three years
ago and have followed Dominic’s class for the last
two. I travel to France each year and have seen bet-
ter acceptance in my communication while there.”
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UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS

Lesley Synge,
author of Know Their Names
Friday 17 July 2026, 1:15 pm

Room 5, Level 3, 288 Edward Street

Many of you have visited Carnarvon Gorge in the
Central Highlands, but did you know that
Aboriginal stockmen underpinned the Queensland
Government’s horse-breeding operation on the
adjoining property for 25 years, from 1909 to
19347

In the early C20, the Police Service was dependent

on horses for operations throughout the state; only

later did it adopt motorised transport.

Writer Lesley Synge has uncovered just how
central Aboriginal workers from Queensland’s
reserve system were to Rewan Police Horse-
Breeding Station.

Whether inmates from Barambah-Cherbourg or
Woorabinda, or local Bidjara stockmen, they were
all subject to the draconian racial politics of the
period, their lives orchestrated from the Treasury
Building in Brisbane.

The Rewan story is brought to life in Know Their
Names, an engaging history published in 2024. The
book, Lesley admits, was most challenging to
write.

About Lesley Synge

Lesley has published eight books and numerous
articles, essays, short stories and reviews since
gaining an MA in Creative Writing from UQ, after a
career in secondary education.

Lesley holds a Bachelor of Arts, a Diploma of
Education, and a Masters in Creative Writing, all
from UQ.

Before writing Know Their Names, she co-authored
the biography Wharfie, the life story of a Brisbane
waterside worker.

She is also a much-published poet and writer of

fiction. Her latest book is Work, a poetry
collection (2025).
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In 2026, the Year of the Horse, Lesley wants to
reach new audiences to acknowledge and pay
tribute to the central role of Aboriginal stock-
workers and their families in Queensland history.

Since the book’s release in 2024, she has taken
the Rewan Station story all over the state.

Check her website for more information on her
books. www.lesleysynge.com

Register for this Event

Upcoming special presentations
Below are the special presentations scheduled for
August, September and October. Bookings are not
yet open for these, but will be on the first of the
month in which they are scheduled.

Friday 28 August — Stay Strong After Sixty by
Dave Hagger, accredited exercise physiologist.

Friday 18 September — Australian Gambling by
Quentin Beresford, retired Professor of Politics
and U3A tutor.

October (date to be confirmed) - Shakespeare’s

Kings and Queens by Gary Thorpe OAM, CF,
eneral Manager of 4MBS Classic FM.
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New home: all classes same floor!

Exciting times as we move into our new home at
288 Edward Street. We’ll have all our classes not
only in the same building but on the same floor.

In Term 3 we have 122 City Campus face-to-face
classes, 13 of which are new to our schedule, and
30 zoom classes, so tell your friends and family
that we’d have a class available to interest and
add value to anyone’s learning experience.

We have an exceptional group of tutors from all
walks of life, covering a multitude of subjects, but
each term some tutors need to take a break. It’s
imperative we continue to encourage more people
to become tutors to share their skills and
knowledge to give you, our members, the high
quality of learning you expect.

Language classes continue to be popular,
especially the beginners’ level. If you’ve had
teaching experience, or if you’ve come from
another country and speak the language, or even
if you’re a student in an advanced language class
and would enjoy the challenge of tutoring at the
beginners level ... call me!

Apart from Beginner Spanish, French, Italian and
Japanese, we’ve had enquiries about starting a
Portuguese class, so any takers? My email address
is tutors@u3abrisbane.org.au

I’d like to see some past classes return. One was
Mahjong, and I’m pleased to advise the popular
board game of Western Style Mahjong has
returned and has been well received.

Another one, our Craft Circle, involved a multi-
talented group of happy, busy knitters,
crocheters, embroiderers and quilters. I’'m sure
many members could assist me in getting people
together to have the Craft Group back in Term 4.
Are you a crafty person?

Some of Term 3 classes that still have availability:

Monday

F64, Canasta card game variations — an
opportunity to polish up your playing skills in a
friendly and supportive environment. Knowledge
of Canasta is necessary.

F22, Chess — We invite anyone interested in
either learning or playing Chess to join us. Tuition
will be given to those requesting it, from
complete beginners upwards.

K09, Writing a biography — a hands-on class in
writing a biography if you have lots of ideas but
need structure and assistance in what and how to
write, then join us.

D03, Financial Literacy — A guide with deeper
dives into the housing market, share markets,
Australian mining and superannuation.

Tuesday

M21, Classical music in the 20th century — the
story of classical music breaking its old boundaries
and discovering entirely new ways to sound, move
and speak.

J06, Indonesian language, intermediate — a
beginners’ continuation course which you're
welcome to join — as long as you're prepared to
catch up if you need to.

S09, Getting to know insects, nature's 6-legged
wonders — a basic course for the insect-curious
about how insects are classified and identified.

Wednesday

M23, Learn to play the ukulele — learning and
playing music promotes mental health, stress
relief and group therapy. It is a happy instrument.
You cannot be sad playing a ukulele.

EO7, Climate readings — The climate crisis needs
a well-informed public discussion. This course will
introduce a range of critical and positive ideas.

L19, Understanding Persian poetry — The class
will be interactive, exploring and understanding
poetry of the Middle East.

Thursday

X06, Discovering Art Deco — What is meant by
Art Deco? Starting in the 20th century, it is an
international style that can be applied not only to
architecture but to many aspects of design.

F20, Scrabble — Come and have fun, exercise
your brain with our happy Scrabble group.

S20, Plastics - our friend or enemy? Are there
good enough uses for plastics to make solving
these problems worthwhile, or should all plastics
be banned? Two of the questions this course will
discuss.

Friday

J96, Spanish, advanced with a certified
Spanish Tutor from Colombia, whose dynamic and
practical lessons will be conducted primarily in
Spanish.

J14, English for speakers of other languages —
In this Intermediate Level class, you’ll enjoy
developing greater confidence and skills in
speaking English.

A18, Senbazuru, 1000 origami cranes — Discover
the ancient Japanese tradition of folding 1,000
origami cranes which symbolize longevity, healing,
and good fortune.

— Gail Hawkins
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Profile: Sarah Davies, Tutor in
Cryptic Crosswords

| first joined U3A in 2017. | had retired a few
months earlier after 25 years in the public service.
My husband, already a member, pointed out a class
in Ancient History, a great interest of mine.

| signed up and enjoyed the class for about a year,
but by then had discovered the Cryptic Crosswords
class.

Having loved doing cryptic crosswords since my
early twenties, but never having really mastered
them, | thought that this class would be for me,
and it was.

| was hooked.

My mother was a Guardian crossword solver, and |
had always done crosswords on my own, on and off
for 40 years, mostly Times and Guardian.

It was a revelation to find out how much | didn’t
know, and to learn so many new tips and useful
techniques.

My enthusiasm grew as | found | could solve more
and more of each crossword.

Then a year or two later, our tutor, Marion,
decided to pass over the baton.

| agreed to take on both the Advanced Cryptic
Crosswords class, of which | was a member, and
the Absolute Beginners Cryptic Crosswords class,
which she also led.

It was with the Beginners class that my education
in crosswords really began as | learned all of the
many different clue styles and indicators.

Then the Covid lockdowns began and our classes
moved easily onto Zoom, with U3A quickly
providing the Zoom access needed.

Although the class content changed a bit, Cryptic
Crosswords fitted very well into a Zoom format.

The Advanced class has continued at much its
original size, and with new members who live too
far away to be able to attend in person.

We even have students attending when
caravanning out west, or from an overseas hotel
room.

The Beginners class also goes well online as, being
a two-term class, it allows people to join from
wherever they are.

Full notes are supplied (an accumulation of
knowledge from many years of U3A tutors), so they
have a resource they can continue to use long after
the class is over.

Several of the Beginners class have moved straight
into the Advanced class as they want to keep on
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learning.

The Advanced class keep me busy as | have to
solve, and save, suitable crosswords, and collect a
variety of clues from ten or more different
newspapers and online.

My students also provide crosswords and clues
which they have enjoyed. In class, we “parse”
solutions together, working out what the setter
was thinking, and enjoying how devious they can
be.

| have recently consulted the well-known
Australian cruciverbalist, David Astle, about some
of our clues questions, and our query featured
recently in his Puzzled newsletter, sent to The
Age and Sydney Morning Herald readers.

Lots of articles and commentators talk about the
benefits for brain health of solving cryptic
crosswords.

| am sure it is partly true as you need to use your
understanding of the English language in a whole
new way, distrusting all those rules which you have
carefully learned over a lifetime.

A crossword appears to be nonsense until you have
the code to unlock it. All | know is that it is an
obsession that gets into your psyche, and | carry a
torn and crumpled crossword everywhere with me
for those quiet or dull moments of solitude when |
have time to grapple with a knotty clue or two.
The satisfaction when you get the answer is
immense.

(continued)
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Crosswords are not my only retirement diversion. | workshops and occasional visits for members.

enjoy bookbinding as a hobby, so much so that | . . _
am now the President of the Queensland | also love gardening and reading and am a long

Bookbinders’ Guild. time member of a Book Club.

So, as we all say, “I don’t know how | ever had

| have learned many different styles of D (e W

bookbinding, and some amazing skills like working
in leather, gold tooling and making headbands. In conclusion, if you want to learn a new skill, or
brush-up your technique to tackle one of the

| recently rebound and restored a 150-year-old 10- harder crosswords, come and join us.

volume set of Charles Dickens’ Complete Works.
The classes cater to all levels of experience and
you are sure to enjoy a new and higher level of
skill as you continue to attend.

The Guild organised the Australasian Bookbinding
Conference in Brisbane in 2023 bringing speakers
from overseas and interstate. We run courses,

U3A — QSO JULY CONCERTS QSO: The Music of Video Games
) Date: Friday, 24 July 2026, 7.30pm and
Maestro 5: Ravel & MacMillan Saturday, 25 July 2026, 1.30pm
Date: Friday, 17 July 2026, 7.30pm and Venue: Concert Hall, QPAC
Saturday, 18 July 2026, 7.30pm Duration: ~2 hours, including interval

Venue: Concert Hall, QPAC

Duration: ~2 hours, including interval From the medieval battles of Assassin’s

Creed to the timeless adventure of
Sonic the Hedgehog, Queensland
Symphony Orchestra brings the most
unforgettable video game soundtracks
to life in full symphonic force.

Led by guest conductor Jaime Martin,
QSO presents an evening of sonic
wonder.

At its centre is Ravel’s Daphnis & Chloé,
a sweeping ballet score of shimmering

) ( 1 These themes have captured the hearts
harmonies and luminous orchestration.

of millions around the world, and now
they’ll fill the concert hall with all the
drama, beauty, and adventure that
made them iconic.

Featuring full choir and an expansive
percussion section, this musical fresco
of colour and light is often called his

magnum opus. With retro hits alongside modern
Equally striking is James MacMillan’s First favourites, this is a night for gamers and music
Percussion Concerto, performed by soloist Claire ~ lovers alike — a one-night-only celebration of the
Edwardes. art of video game music.
This one movement work pulses with a heartbeat ~ Program / Details: ) )
that underpins the entire piece, as MacMillan MASATO NAKAMURA: Sonic the Hedgehog Suite
weaves a soundscape of marimba, congas, gongs HIKARU UTADA: Kingdom Hearts
and more. JESSICA CURRY: An Early Harvest

) NOBUO UEMATSU: Final Fantasy
At once abstract and deeply expressive, the _ BRIAN TYLER: Assassin’s Creed IV
concerto draws on the Advent message to shape its Tickets: Adult from $104 (C-RES seating), Conc.
musical journey. from $88 (C-RES seating)
A percussion showcase of astonishing scale. Eg;ﬁhase at: sales@gso.com.au, phone 07 3803

Program / Details:

JAMES MACMILLAN: Percussion Concerto Veni,
Veni, Emmanuel

RAVEL: Daphnis & Chloé

Conductor: Jaime Martin

Soloist: Claire Edwardes, percussion

Choir: Voices of Birralee

Tickets: Adult from $104 (C-RES seating), Conc.
from $88 (C-RES seating)

Purchase at: sales@gso.com.au, 07 3803 5054
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THEATRE —JULY 2026 PLAY TICKETS
Act One Theatre, Strathpine
0458 579 269 Next play August Adult $25
Actltheatre.com.au Wi Ottt s Conc. $20
g:;l;egl;rly7ngeatre, Chelmer * 2:00pm: 18, 19,26 Adult $28
Drowning Ophelia . . Conc. $25
Centenarytheatre.com.au & 7:30pm: 11, 17, 24, 25, 31 Group $22
Growl Theatre, Windsor . 2:30pm:
0439 954 719 Coming August P Adult $28
Growltheatre.org.au 7:30pm: Conc. $25
Ravenscroft 10+ $22
Ipswich Little Theatre 2:30pm:
3812 2389 Coming Sep/Oct 7:30pm: Adult $25
Ilt.ore.au The Pink Hammer Conc. $21
Nash Theatre, New Farm . 2:30pm:
0418 719 300 " Coming Aug P Adult $28
Nashtheatre.com The Murder Room 7:30pm: Conc. $23
e Group $18
St Luke’s Theatre, Yeronga . 2:30pm:
0493 778 379 Coming Aug/Sept Adult $28
Stlukestheatre.asn.au Oscar Wilde’s 7:30pm Conc. $22
An Ideal Husband Group $20
Sunnybank Theatre 2:30pm: 4,11, 12,18
3345 3964 74 Redland Grove, égl‘l‘it 233%)
Sunnybanktheatre.com.au Musical 7:30pm: 3,4, 11, 17,18 Child $22
2:30pm: 14, 21
Coven in Grey Street
The Mousetrap Theatre by Upstage Theatre 7:30pm 2, 13, 19,20
0439 954 719 02:30- é)iiltgjg
mousetraptheatre.asn.au Alice in Wonderland, U ’
by The Mousetrap 07:30: 31/7
Villanova Players, Seven Hills 2:00pm: 18, 19, 25, 26
0423 920 832 Blithe Spirit 7:30 17. 18.24.25 é(c)irlll(lztﬂ?;;)
1 . m: s s s
Villanovaplayers.com P Grp 10+ $20

AROUND THE TRAPS WITH LINDA

Hello all my Thespian Lovers!

Please do read the synopses of the
plays coming up, as some could be
rather hard to take.

One of our playhouses, Nash, has

gone all-out on different prices for
boxes of afternoon teas and all sorts «
of things.

So the best thing for me to do is add
the table at the end of my article
here for you to browse through.

My friends and | will be attending their preview on
Friday 7 August, so if you see me or want to say
“Hi”, just look for “Linda from the Thespian
Lovers”.

Savoyards’ next production in September-October

is The Pirates of Penzance,
% produced the same way as Simon
' Gallagher, back in the 1970s.

Group prices are specially launched
in August so if you wish to go to the
matinee, please contact me on the
number below.

Phoenix Ensemble Beenleigh have a
musical called She Loves Me, but
unfortunately there is little
information.

| believe from a previous email they
, were experiencing licencing

acquisition for this particular show
so | cannot provide you with further information
this Month. Perhaps if you are interested, you
could contact them. Enjoy the wonderful choices
following! See you around the traps,

—Linda, 0418 459 227
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THEATRE — AUGUST 2026 PLAY START TICKETS
Act One Theatre, Strathpine 2:00pm: 9, 16,23
0458 579 269 The O jte S
e Opposite Sex 7:30pm: 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22 édult %f)
A, onc.
Actltheatre.com.au David Tristram
Centenary Theatre, Chelmer * 2:00pm: 2/8
0435591 720 Adult $28
Drowning Ophelia 7:30pm: 1/8 Conc. $25
Centenarytheatre.com.au Group $22
Growl Theatre, Windsor 2:00pm: 16, 23, 29 (stet)
0439954 719 Adult $23
Ravenscroft 7:30pm: 15, 21, 22, 28, 29 Conc. $20
Growltheatre.org.au 10+ 817
Mercury Theatre, Wynnum 2:30pm:
Later in the year: e Flat price
mercurytheatrewynnum.com York Street $25pp.
Nash Theatre, New Farm 2:30pm: 15
0418 719 300 Adult $28
The Murder Room 7:30pm: 7, 8, 14, 15,21, 22, 28,29 | Conc. $23
Nashtheatre.com Group $18
Savoyards @ Iona Performing Arts 1:30pm:
85 North Road Lindum )
Coming Oct. 7:30pm: Adult $58
: The Pirates of Conc $52
(7)) . .
bookings@savoyards.com.au Penzance 10+ $46
0401 565 439
St Luke’s Theatre, Yeronga 2:30pm: 29 (5 & 12/9)
0493 778 379 An Ideal Husband 7:30pm: 28, (4 & 13/9) Adult $28
Conc. $22
Stlukestheatre.asn.au Oscar Wilde TBC Group $20
Sunnybank Theatre 2:30pm:
3345 3964 Coming September 7:30pm: Adult $28
The Pink Panther Conc. $26
Sunnybanktheatre.com.au Strikes Again Child $17
The Mousetrap Theatre
0439954 719 Selling Fast 2:30pm: 2,9, 16 Adult $25
Alice in Wonderland Conc. $20
mousetraptheatre.asn.au 7:30pm: 1,7, 8, 14, 15 Child $15
Phoenix Ensemble 2:30pm:
Beenleigh Showgrounds ) Adult $45
Coming August 7:30pm Conc $38
https://phoenixensemble.com.au/ She Loves Me Group 10+
$33ea
hello@phoenixensemble.com.au
Villanova Players, Seven Hills A heart-warming story of bravery
0423 920 832 and friendship, based on true
. ) . . Adult $30
Coming Sept.: accounts of Australian nurses in Conc $25
Villanovaplayers.com The Shoe-Horn World War II. Set in 1995, when Group 10+
Sonata two women, former Japanese pris- $20 P

oners of war, are reunited in a
Melbourne hotel room.

Published by: U3A Brisbane, Level 3, 288 Edward Street, Brisbane 4000
Phone: (07) 3236 3055 | u3abrisbane.org.au | mail@u3abrisbane.org.au
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