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What does the word "Jewish" refer to?   
Is Judaism a race, a religion or a nationality?  

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=8113703


Judaism - one of the oldest monotheistic religions  
founded over 3500 years ago in the Middle East. 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11413688


To be Jewish, one needs to 
have been born to a Jewish 
mother or to convert. 

Jewish boys singing at Synagogue - Melbourne, 1969  - 
NAA: A1200, L83905  barcode  11413709 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11413709


Ashkenazi Jews - 
originated in Eastern Europe.  

 

Sephardic Jews – 

originated from Portugal, 

Spain, the Middle East and 

Northern Africa. 

 

Ashkenazi Jews of 19th century Eastern 

Europe – Jewish Art 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjs1q2QkLbZAhXJVbwKHcXUCtgQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://www.sci-news.com/genetics/yiddish-language-slavo-iranian-jewish-merchants-03797.html&psig=AOvVaw1nzSVPp_WRtjQ1uC07tEuP&ust=1519272187799757


Mizrahi  Jews 

Refugee Jews from Kurdistan in Tehran, 1950.  
Magnes Collection of Jewish Art, University of California, Berkeley 



Beta Israel / Ethiopian Jews 

Source:  Eitan Simanor  - Jerusalem  



There has been a Jewish presence in 

Australia since the first fleet in 1788. 

Colour lithograph drawn in 1888. Creator: E. Le Bihan 



• Esther Abrahams 

• Rosetta Abrahams 

• Henry Abrams 

• Daniel Daniells 

• John Harris 

• Frances Hart  

• David Jacobs 

• Amelia Levy 

• Joseph Levy  

• Sarah Burdo 

• Aaron Davis 

•  Sarah Davis 

• John Jacobs 

• Thomas Josephs  

• Joseph Tuso  

They arrived at Sydney Cove on 26 January 1788  

Images: State Library of NSW 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjvysLnj-vZAhUHUbwKHXbkCtIQjRwIBg&url=http://www.visitsydneyaustralia.com.au/history-5-first.html&psig=AOvVaw1SGiJHjx11cbWSS9Eg1m2P&ust=1521093178104291
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQ6ffrj-vZAhVHNbwKHbaMAzwQjRwIBg&url=http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-01-25/australia-day-first-fleet-should-be-remembered-on-january-26/9360398&psig=AOvVaw1SGiJHjx11cbWSS9Eg1m2P&ust=1521093178104291


Convict 'first lady' 
Esther Abrahams 
(Image: State Library of NSW)  



George Johnston 1810, artist Robert Dighton 
(courtesy The State Library of NSW)  

Annandale House in Sydney, built by Esther 
Abrahams and George Johnston. (artist JC Hoyte 

1835-1913) (courtesy The State Library of NSW)  

Esther  Abrahams and  George Johnston – would have 
seven children and become wealthy. 



Convict Transportation: 1788 – 1853 

151,000 convicts  (800-1000 Jews) 



Artist Gustave Doré  

The East End of London – centre of Jewish life in United Kingdom.  



First recorded act of Jewish observance in Australia 
was the formation of a burial society in 1817 in Sydney  
to ritually prepare bodies for burial.  



The Devonshire Street Cemetery served as the main burial 
ground from 1832 to 1860 for the Sydney Jewish Community. 



Michael Napthali  - Convict - age 29 arr. on 'Glory' 1818 
sentenced to 7 years for stealing 100 glass lights.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwimsrPq2fLbAhVBKJQKHbbnAagQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.geni.com/people/Michael-Napthali-Convict-Glory-1818/6000000009366266218&psig=AOvVaw3m1SQPiOv2_gBAT8ioPPVd&ust=1530149654198099


Michael Napthali was 
buried Devonshire Street 
Cemetery and moved to  
Rookwood 

Source:  Sydney Eye blog 



Jewish Burial Society = Chevra Kadisha  

Source: http://www.chevrakadishasydney.com 



Jewish congregations were established: 

1837 – Sydney – first synagogue established 

1841 -  Melbourne – congregation founded 

1841 -  Sydney  - York Street Synagogue built  

1845 -  Hobart – Synagogue built 

1850 -  Adelaide – Synagogue built 

1865 -  Brisbane – congregation founded 

1886 -  Brisbane – Synagogue consecrated. 

1887 – Fremantle - congregation founded  

1897 -  Perth – Synagogue opened. 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11893923


Built 1845 - The oldest synagogue still in use in Australia 
— Home of the Hobart Hebrew Congregation (started in 1842)  



1901 - First Australian Parliament includes four Jews 

NAA: A1200, L8925  

NLA:  Federation Conference Album 

1. Isaac Isaacs 



Vaiben Louis Solomon 

National Library of Australia 

• Almanac/directory maker 
• Federation Advocate 
• Goldminer 
• Local government councillor 
• Member of House of 

Representatives 
• Mining investor 
• Newspaper editor 
• Newspaper owner 
• Premier of South Australia 



Elias Solomon (2 Sept 
1839 – 23 May 1909) 
was an Australian 
politician based in 
Fremantle. 



Pharez Phillips 



1881 - Czar Alexander 2nd was assassinated in Russia 

The assassination of Alexander II of Russia in 1881 
(Heritage Images/Getty Images)  



The Routledge Atlas of Jewish History  

Pale of Settlement 



Pogrom - a Russian word meaning “to wreak havoc, to demolish violently.”  

After the Pogrom," Maurycy Minkowski, 1910. (Jewish Museum) 



The Kishinev pogrom – April 1903 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjkrKbjwaLaAhXItpQKHbwkDc0QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://iudaism-ro.blogspot.com/2009/10/kishinev-pogrom-1903.html&psig=AOvVaw3GLi9xjeMnxtZcXFiw5omx&ust=1522996337282928




Jewish refugees fleeing pogroms in Russia and Poland 
began to arrive in Australia.  

Images: State Library of 
Queensland, NARA, Jewish 
Archives 
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As Jewish refugees began to arrive in Australia - the 

Anglo-Jewish establishment was very concerned.  

Jewish refugees at port of Liverpool, 1882 



Russia – 1897  - Simcha Baevski (second from right) 
seated between his parents Gina and Israel.  

Source: Trove, NLA 



Simcha Baevski Myer 
arrived on 18th Aug 1899 

NAA: A712, 1902/P9718 





NAA: A712, 1902/P9718 



Source:  Museum of Australia. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjxl4-06fLbAhXHHpQKHVkjAdAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://jmedia.online/2017/08/14/how-sidney-myer-went-from-door-to-door-sales-to-department-store-mogul/&psig=AOvVaw2PZPkW0FsPpsA0fOWuXUGs&ust=1530153840559956


10 July 1914 - 
Advertisement for the 
opening of the Myer 
Emporium, Argus NLA 



1920 - Sidney Myer's marriage to Merlyn Baillieu  



Merlyn Baillieu Myer with her four children 



Sidney Myer died in 1934 at the age of 56 

Source:  Museum of Australia. 



Kenneth Baillieu Myer  



Naturalisation of Louis Monasch from Prussia 

NAA: A712, V1856/3116  Barcode1809947 

http://files.monash.edu.au/records-archives/exhibitions/sirjohn/man/man28.htm


John Monash - Australian engineer and soldier, commander of 
Australian forces during World War I, knighted in 1918. 





Children arrive at Ellis Island – National Archives USA 

1881-1914 – Jewish migration to the 
United States of American = 2.5 million 



NAA: A1, 1916/10708, Barcode34455 



Letter from the Brisbane Hebrew Congregation 



Response to say that Russian and Polish Jews 
would be admitted without restriction… 



1917 - Balfour Declaration 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjRjI_S7a7aAhVCGJQKHY7tD7sQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.khilafah.com/al-waqiyah-tv-the-reality-of-the-balfour-declaration/&psig=AOvVaw0keUupDgUd8FDjshqijhWl&ust=1523420460443332




1920 - San Remo conference 

Granting the right under international law for Jews to settle  
Palestine. 

jewishnetwork.com 



1919 – After the First World War – Australian Jews are British Jews 

‘We Australian Jews in this 
remote outpost of the 
British Empire are Britishers 
to the backbone and spinal 
marrow…..  



1920s - Polish and Russian Jews arrived in Australia 

Jakob SMIECHOWSKI -  Polish – 
arr. Brisbane 7 July 1924  



NAA: BP313/1, SMIECHOWSKI, Dwojra arrived 
Brisbane 7 July 1924. 



Joseph Briner – Arrived in Brisbane on 
17th March 1915 – naturalised in 1921. 



Joseph Briner – Russian Jew 
.. Very industrious person of good 
character…. Arrived in Brisbane on 17th 
March 1915 – naturalised in 1921. 



1921 - Australia was made aware of the plight of Jewish refugees from Eastern 
Europe 



It was decided not to give any encouragement of their 
coming to Australia….. 

NAA: A434, 1949/3/3196 



Commonwealth Government 
regrets inability to co-operate.  



1925 - Advice from the British 
Passport office in Warsaw 



BP313/1, ARCADIEFF L  

Australia would accept small numbers and people who could pay and meet 
all the requirements. 

ARCADIEFF, Lidia (or 
ARKADIEFF) - arrived 
Brisbane 9 June 1928  

DIATLOFF, M A - Russian - 
arrived Townsville 10 
February 1924  



PRIDANTSEFF, Praskovia M - Russian - 
arrived Brisbane 7 September 1926  



1930 – Great Depression  Australia imposed a landing fee of 
£500 for aliens arriving. 

1932 – Jewish population in Australia declined to 23,000. 

Rabbi F L Cohen  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwin-d3-7LPaAhWJx7wKHfhAADQQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://trove.nla.gov.au/people/969662?c%3Dpeople&psig=AOvVaw1UE9ZEM9nZlH9h8PztsyyH&ust=1523591866288687


1934 – Jewish leaders pressured  the Government to 
             reduce the landing money to £50 

 

1936 – Australian Jewish Welfare Society formed 
             to  coordinate migration processes. 



The Évian Conference -  6–15 July 1938 
 Seeking a solution for the Jewish refugee problem 

The English representative Lord Winterton delivering a speech at the 
Evian Conference in 1938 - Ullstein bild / Getty Images  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiCnKr597PaAhWJVbwKHQf4CA4QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://time.com/4030159/evian-conference/&psig=AOvVaw0WLHncdHqyFLDmHE7TbVMq&ust=1523595003279621


Dec 1938  - Government announces that it will 
admit 15,000  refugees over three years.  



1939 – September - World War II starts most 

             immigration ceases. 

1940 - Last of 8,586 Jewish refugees enter Australia 

             under AJWS sponsorship 1938-40.  



1939 -  Dr Isaac Steinberg of 
the Freeland League visits 
Australia. 
 
Proposal for settling Jewish 
refugees in the Kimberley 
region of Western Australia. 



USSR’s first Commisar of Justice  



Dr Isaac Steinberg – In Western Australia 

 Image:  The Estate of Elizabeth Durack/www.elizabethdurack.com 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihiJHj-LXaAhUPO7wKHZiLAXwQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-03-20/how-the-kimberley-almost-became-australias-israel/9566214&psig=AOvVaw0ggRTHWEE1chU_Z6YCIMqc&ust=1523663972310923


Earlier land settlement schemes for Jewish families: 

1905 – Jewish agricultural colony North Queensland 
1913 – Russian Jewish families in the Goulburn Valley, Victoria 
1920 – Russian Jewish families  at Berwick, Victoria 
 



Earlier land settlement schemes for Jewish families: 

1930 – Austrian Jewish refugees (800) for South Australia 
1930 – Jewish refugees for Papua New Guinea 
1930 – Jewish settlement Melville Island 
1935 – Jewish farming commune – Port Stephens 
1941 – Jewish settlement for South West Tasmania 



Vision of Critchley Parker Jr - ‘It is at Port Davey that 
I hope the Jewish settlement will start’ 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjBgO_rwPXbAhUJl5QKHe2JC4UQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.hobartyachts.com.au/tours/port-davey-charter&psig=AOvVaw1XtGffe5yqpdO0HrkxRiBm&ust=1530246001715406


Unpromised Land – Jewish settlement in Australia 
– Kimberely Scheme 







Dr Isaac Steinberg and his assistants inspect potential 
settlement sites along the Ord River. 

Image: The Estate of Elizabeth Durack/www.elizabethdurack.com 



1939 - Isaac Steinberg, Elizabeth & Kim Durack at Buchanan's Crossing.   
Steinberg’s enthusiasm would sow the seed for the Ord River scheme. 



July 1944 – Australia would not allow group Jewish settlement, 
Prime Minister John Curtin officially announced  that the 
Australian Constitution did not permit this. 

NAA: B741, V/4901 Barcode 408893 



1940 - The Dunera affair 





24 Feb 1942 – Sinking of the MV Struma  - carrying 
nearly 800 Jewish refugees from Axis-allied 
Romania to Mandatory Palestine.  



Australians first became 
aware of the Holocaust 
during World War II following 
the announcement, made by 
Prime Minister John Curtin on 
17 Nov.  1942. 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11132323


1945 Arthur Calwell becomes Minister for Immigration in 

the Chifley government.  



Provisions for admission 
of Jews on humanitarian 
grounds 

NAA: A367, C3075I 



NAA: A434, 1949/3/3 



Special arrangement with the 
Executive Council of 
Australian Jewry. 

NAA: A367, C3075I 



‘Populate or perish!' 



1945-1954  =  17,768 Jewish refugees enter Australia 

NAA: A445, 235/3/5  - Evacuation of White Russians, Jews and Other 
Refugees from Shanghai.   



Jewish refugees take a rickshaw for 
a ride in Shanghai WWII. 

July 1947 - Australian High Commissioner – Major 
General Fuhrmann – prevents Jewish refugees from 
China going to Australia. 

A young Jewish refugee and her Chinese 
girlfriends in Shanghai WWII 

Images: Shanghai Jewish Refugees Museum. 



NAA: A4144, 258/1945 Page 19 of 27 

European refugees in Shanghai 



Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel  
14th May 1948 -  David Ben-Gurion declaring independence beneath a 
large portrait of Theodor Herzl, founder of modern Zionism 



The Australian Government officially recognized the state of 
Israel in May 1949 – the first country to do so. 

Dr Hebert Vere Evatt presided 
over the vote which admitted 
Israel to the UN.  



1949 – Jewish refugees 

NAA: B78, 1956/WESTER C 

Chaim Wester 



B78, 1956/WESTER C L  

Cesia Wester 



Pal and Madga Burger – NAA: J25 1950/8059 



Gyula and Sarolta Deri - NAA: J25, 1951/517 



The Tattooist of 
Auschwitz is based on 
the true story of Lale 
and Gita Sokolov 



Ludwig (Lale) Sokolov 



Gizela (Gita) Sokolov 



Jews in Queensland – Brisbane Synagogue 

built in 1886 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=11894038


Photo: http://www.jewishqld.com/Home/jewish-queensland/history) 

The Deshon Street Synagogue at South Brisbane was 
Brisbane’s second congregation  



https://jewishqld.com/about-queensland/limited-edition-jewish-life-in-qld-celebrating-150-years/ 

Limited Edition, 300 + page, historical 
text and picture book written by 
historian Jennifer Creese.  
 
Published by Queensland Jewish 
Board of Deputies. Supported by 
Pelerman Holdings and G.James 
Glass & Aluminum. 



2016  Census -  

91,022 Australians who identified as Jewish 

Australian Jews, or Jewish Australians, are Jews who are 
Australian citizens or permanent residents of Australia. 

NAA: A12111, 1/1964/13/1 

http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=7478274
http://recordsearch/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/PhotoDetail.aspx?Barcode=7478703


National Archives of 
Australia = naa.gov.au  
 
You can search the 
collection on line.. 



http://guides.naa.gov.au/safe-haven/ 



Thank-you for attending the talk today. 


